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Dear Parents/carers, 

Well it has certainly been a very different and challenging start to the New Year for us all. 

Firstly, I would like to thank you all for engaging in the home learning tasks that have been set this 
week via Tapestry and Google Classroom. As a school we decided to post video’s, created by the 
staff, in order for the children who are working at home to still feel connected with their teachers. 
This method allows us to share and model new concepts and allows you to play and pause videos at 
your convenience.  As well as direct teaching, we have also incorporated time for pupils to complete 
tasks and assignments independently. If you are not able to access Tapestry or Google Classroom, or 
have any issues, then please email school@lapal.dudley.sch.uk or contact the school office and we 
will get back to you as soon as we can. 

Government guidance recommends that we provide, as a minimum, 3 hours a day for Key Stage 1 
(with less for younger children) and 4 hours a day for Key Stage 2. Wherever possible, work should 
be completed on the day it is intended, however we know this may not be possible if parents are 
working from home or families are needing to share devices. If your child is unwell, we 
would not expect work to be completed. Please let school know in the usual way if your child is 
poorly.  

Each Friday, we will post a weekly overview for each year group on our school website and on 
Google Classroom so you can view what we have planned for the week ahead. Wherever possible, 
home learning will link to the face to face learning taking place in school, with the exception of 
subjects such as PE. 

Each day work will be displayed on Tapestry and Google Classroom by 5pm ready for the following 
day. We thought that this might be helpful if you want to view materials yourself, talk to your child 
about their tasks or gather any equipment together that may aid their learning. Some English lessons 
(writing/reading/phonics) will be posted on the day following the taught session in school. 

Please don’t forget to ‘hand in’ any work, assignments or photos as per direction from the class 
teacher in order for staff to view work and provide feedback. This will support planning for the 
following week and allow staff to recap any learning that has not been fully understood. 

Staff have worked tremendously hard this week to prepare to teach remotely and in school 
simultaneously. They will try to respond to messages as soon as they are able to, however please 
bear in mind that this might not be immediately as they are also continuing to provide in school 
provision for the children of critical workers. We hope to be able to phone our home learners each 
fortnight, dependent on staff capacity. A few children will be contacted each day on a two-week 
cycle staring from Monday. 

I fully understand, as a mom of two young children, that home learning has its challenges, especially 
when you are needing to continue to work. We agree that all children should be in school, but 
currently it is not safe to have high numbers of children in classes and where possible it is safer for 
them to be at home, even if that does make life a little more challenging! Please be kind to 
yourselves, none of us are perfect and what works for one family won’t work for another. 
Remember the most important thing at this time is that we stay safe and look after each another.  
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This week we have been inundated with requests for in school provision, and have had to make 
decisions based on whether children are classed as vulnerable or whether parents are critical 
workers. We have done our upmost to meet these requests but want to emphasise that the 
government guidance also states that “Parents and carers who are critical workers should keep their 
children at home if they can.’ 

Having watched the news when I arrived home last night, I was shocked to see the number of deaths 
was once again over 1000 and that cases are now at the highest they have ever been throughout the 
whole pandemic. Can I therefore ask that you carefully consider any critical worker places that have 
been offered and only take them up if you have no alternative.  

For parents who are still seeking provision we may be able to accommodate your child at one of our 
Trust schools who still have capacity (Woodside, Priory and Hurst Hill Primary School). 

Please take care of yourselves 

Kind regards 

Mrs Turner 

 

 

 

 

 


